
I  hope this letter finds everyone well.  

As we begin to get into the sailing 
season and getting to the projects for 
the summer, please keep in mind 
whether you’re doing a small boat re-
pair or a full rebuild to follow the 
guidelines and keep your boat within 
the one-design rules. 

The T-10 winter meeting was held this 
past January in Toledo, Ohio.  The 
meeting went well and I would like to 
touch on a few key items that we dis-
cussed. Our class membership has 
continued to grow from 86 full mem-
bers in 2013 to 99 full members this 
past year, 15 member partners, 10 part-
ner members and 5 associate members.  
I think this shows that we continue to 
grow every year. 

We also discussed our 5 sanctioned 
events.  Our Midwinter Championship, 
Charleston Race Week,  was April 16-
19.  For anyone who hasn’t sailed in 
Charleston, South Carolina they put on 
an amazing regatta and it’s worth the 
trip down.  The second event is the 
Bayview One Design Regatta in De-
troit from May 30 –June 1.  This is a 
good way to start off the summer for 
anyone who isn’t travelling to Charles-
ton.  Third is the Lake Erie Champion-
ship at Edgewater Yacht Club in 
Cleveland. It is the perfect setup for 
sailboat racing with good parties, plen-
ty of dockage and lots of competition.  
Forth is Chicago NOOD, held from 
June 12-14.  Chicago is always a pleas-
ant place to visit with a nice venue and 
good sailing.  And last, our North 
American Championship, also held in 
Detroit at Bayview Yacht Club from 

August 13-16. This year’s event should be a 
great one, its Bayview’s 100 year anniversary 
and every event held there is outstanding.  
These sanctioned events are a great way to 
have competitive racing in several different 
areas of the country.  I hope everyone takes 
look at their sailing schedule and are able to 
attend all the events. 

On new business, the class has only 2 mast 
blanks available for purchase through Premier 
Rigging.   The fleet is going to have 10-12 
new blanks made available this spring.  We 
are also looking into developing a die for 
boom blanks that will also be beneficial for 
the class.  

I’m excited to welcome Mike Platzke to the T
-10 class, Mike races out of Chicago on Ama-
teur II.  He has graciously offered to take 
over the duties for Ted Mahoney, and with 
the help of Laurie Dieball, continue to pub-
lish the Ten speed newsletter.  Please let us 
know if there are any articles, pictures or 
commentary that anyone would like to submit 
for the newsletter.  It’s a good way to keep 
everyone in the class up to date on what’s 
going on throughout our different fleets. 
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Besides TenSpeed there are a myriad 
of ways to get information and updates 
about what is happening in both the T-
10 class and some of the local fleets. 

If you’re getting TenSpeed via email, 
chances are that you’ve already signed 
up on the class email list.  If you have-
n’t, that’s a great place to start and 
probably the most consistent method 
that the class uses to communicate 
with membership.  To get on the email 
list, head over to the class website 
(www.tten.com) and select ‘Members 
Area’ from the menu bar.  Click on 
‘Mailing List Signup’ from the drop-
down menu and fill out the form that 
appears.  Or you can cheat by going 
directly to the sign-up by clicking here. 

The T-10 Class website 
(www.tten.com) is a great resource 
about both the class itself and the boat.  
Click on ‘Info and Education’ under 
the menu bar and you’ll find the tuning 
guides from all the major sailmakers, 
racing tips from past editions of Ten-
Speed and information on repairs & 
modifications.  Under the ‘Members 
Area’ you can find the ‘Newsletter Ar-
chives’ which have copies of TenSpeed 
stretching back to 1981.  There is a lot 
of articles on racing, tactics and boat 
maintenance in the past editions, well 
worth spending some time looking 

through these and the website has a 
pretty good summary of contents for 
each newsletter. 

Chicago T-10 fleet website 
(www.chicagoT-10.org) also has a lot 
of useful information for both Chicago 
and non-Chicago based T-10 sailors.  
For several years now the Chicago fleet 
has a done winter seminar series.  
Overviews, photos, videos and slide 
packs for that seminar series can be 
found on the Chicago T-10 fleet web-
site under the Speed Talks on the left 
hand side of the main window.  You 
can also find information about the 
2015 Chicago fleet racing schedule by 
clicking here. 

Cleveland T-10 Fleet website contains 
information on upcoming events, local 
rules, an updated racing schedule and 
results, plus general updates on Fleet 
19 activities. 

The T-10 Class is also on Facebook!  
Either search for ‘T-10 Class Associa-
tion’ from facebook or go directly to 
the page here.  Click on the Like but-
ton and select ‘Get Notifications’ from 
the drop down menu and you’ll be 
notified whenever an update is posted.  
So far the information on this page is a 
subset of what is appearing in the 
email list and a smattering of other 

information like 
daily NAC up-
dates. 

In addition, Chi-
cago T-10 Fleet has a facebook group.  
Whereas the T-10 National Class face-
book page is primarily about commu-
nications from the fleet to the mem-
bership, the Chicago T-10 fleet group 
is a more free-flowing, member to 
member communications option.  To 
join the group either search for 
‘Chicago T-10’ or you can go directly 
to the group here.  Click on the Join 
button to become a member of the 
group. Anything posted here will by 
default cause a Facebook notification 
to all group members.  It’s a great way 
to get information out to Chicago T-10 
members about your upcoming sailing 
related events.  Clicking on the Notifi-
cations button will allow you to con-
trol when you get notified about posts 
to this group.  If you click on ‘Find 
Crew or Rides’ on the Chicago T-10 
website, you’ll be redirected to the Chi-
cago T-10 facebook group. 

These are the primary tools that are 
used to communicate with the T-10 
class.  If you have another communica-
tions channel you would like to let T-
10 sailors know about, drop me a email 
and we’ll publicize it in a future Ten-
Speed. 

 

Mike Platzke 
Editor, TenSpeed 

Class Updates: Mike Platzke 

hope to see everyone on the water 
soon. 

 

John Barker 

Bear 335 

T-10 Class President 

In closing I’m excited with where our 
class is going and throughout the 
sailing season, let’s continue to invite 
new people to every regatta so that 
they can see for themselves that we 
are the best one-design class availa-
ble.  Have a safe great summer and I 
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T he Chicago fleet wrapped up its 
2014 season with our annual 

meeting and awards ceremony at CYC 
– Belmont earlier than usual.  By hold-
ing the event before Thanksgiving, 
memories of each boat’s performance 
was a little bit fresher and exaggera-
tions were subdued.   Our champions 
this year were:  Port-to-Port – CHEAP 
THRILL, Buoy – HONEY BADGER, 
and Overall – HONEY BADGER.  
Check out the Chicago T-10 website 
for the other finishing results.  I want 
to welcome Tom Kane (HONEY 
BADGER) and Mark Croll 
(RETENTION) as new Board Mem-
bers for the fleet. Tom will be the Fleet 
Measurer and Darren Beck will contin-
ue helping the fleet by assisting as 
Deputy Measurer.   

Before we talk about 2015, I want to 
send a huge thanks to John Shellen-
bach (MUTINY) and his team for put-
ting together an awesome NAC’s last 
August.  We had 33 boats on the start-
ing line and they arrived from all direc-
tions.  The Ohio, Detroit, and Wiscon-
sin boats were here and made it ex-
tremely competitive.  I count myself as 
very humbled!   In addition to the 
great racing, the off-water events were 
a blast and the Blender Party just about 
sank the dock. 

Onto 2015.  Starting off we had the 
big 5 day boat show in January with 
the T-10 booth organized by Steve 
Fink (RAINBOW’S END), Aimee 
Smith (CHEAP THRILL) and Tim 
Snyder (CHEAP THRILL) and staffed 
by an army of volunteers from the 
Fleet.  Thanks to all that helped. 

Our monthly seminar series co-hosted 
with Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club 
will be held on 3 dates.  Starting off 
January 24, we had Rigging & Deck 
Layout with Kristian Martincic 
(Chicago Yacht Rigging) doing his 

thing.  Next, on February 21, we’ll 
have a Sail Trim date that usually 
results in a packed house.   The final 
seminar will be March 14 and brings 
local judge Ted Jones to our stage 
where he’s going to get in-depth on 
Rule 18 and all the intricacies at the 
weather and leeward marks.  All 
seminars are held at Chicago Corin-
thian Yacht Club (Montrose Harbor) 
at start at 9 am.  As usual all are wel-
come to attend and for those unable, 
we’ll record the seminars for future 
viewing access on our website: 
www.chicagoT-10.org 

This year we’re changing the format 
for our “Meet the Fleet” social.   We 
plan to invite all prior year graduates 
from the Skipjacks (COLYC), Crew 
U (CYC), and Crew Development 
Class (CCYC) programs to a Satur-
day April 4th event.  We’ll start in the 
late afternoon and spend a short 
time (approx. ½ hour) teaching peo-
ple about what it takes to be a “good 
crew” and then follow with a cocktail 
& appetizers social.  So, for skippers 
proclaiming difficulty in getting crew, 
this change will hopefully put them 
in contact with enthusiastic poten-
tials very close to the start of the 
season.  

Our newest idea is an event that I 
believe addresses not only to the 
health of our Class, but to the future 
of keelboat racing on the Great 
Lakes.   The Chicago Fleet is plan-
ning on running the inaugural Lake 
Michigan Intercollegiate Offshore Re-
gatta this fall.   See the related article 
within this edition of TenSpeed for 
more details. 

The 2015 racing schedule has been 
finalized and is available for viewing 
on our website.   This year we’re happy 
to announce the addition of 5 new 
Saturday races from the RYF series 

held by Chicago Yacht Club.  Plenty of 
action for all.  

I’m fortunate to have a great group of 
people helping to keep our T-10 com-
munity active as we await the next sail-
ing season and extend a welcome to all 
who want to get involved or have sug-
gestions to increase the fun! 
 

Steve Karstrand, Fleet 2 Captain 
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membership by going to the class web-
site at www.tten.com, selecting 
‘Members Area’ from the menu bar 
and then selecting ‘Membership App’ 
from the drop down menu.  Fill out 
the form that appears and your infor-
mation will be sent to the class secre-
tary for processing.  You will be then 
direct to the payment area. 

membership type (Member, Partner, 
Member Partner or Associate, explana-
tions are provided on the website) and 
click on the associated ‘Pay Now’ but-
ton to pay via major credit card, trans-
fer funds from your bank or Paypal.  
The class also has an option at the bot-
tom of the web page to pay via check. 

Chicago Fleet members can pay their 
local dues via this web page also. 

Boat crew members can support the 
class by signing up for the lower-cost 
Associate membership type. 

New members can sign-up for class 

Class Membership Renewals 
2014 Tartan Ten class memberships 
expired on March 31, 2015.   

Dues for the 2015 membership year 
are due by May 1, 2015.  There is a $50 
late fee for all class membership fees 
received after May 1, 2015 unless the 
member is a new boat owner or joining 
the class for the first time. 

Renewal of your T-10 class member-
ship can be done via the class website 
at www.tten.com.  Select ‘Members 
Area’ from the menu bar and then 
select ‘2015 Dues Payment’ from the 
drop down menu.  Select the correct 

2014 Memberships Expired  

March 31, 2015!! 

T he Tartan Ten Detroit Fleet is 
thrilled the 2015 NACs are com-

ing back our way after five years.  Reg-
istration will be on August 12 and rac-
ing will be from August 13 through 16.  
Bayview Yacht Club will be our host 
Club as several times in the past.  Any-
body that has raced out of Bayview can 
tell you the venue offers great harbor 
facilities, some of the best Race Com-
mittee and Jury personnel, and out-
standing parties. 

This also happens to be Bayview’s 
100th year anniversary.  We hope you 
will come to race and celebrate with us.  
As the current Commodore, I am ex-
tremely proud and appreciative the T-
10 National Board has approved my 
Fleet and Club for this milestone year.  
I can promise great racing on Lake St 
Clair and great fun on shore.  I’m al-
most prepared to promise plenty of 
breeze. 

The Notice of Race and registration 
will soon be available on 

www.yachtscoring.com.  I will be sure 
to send out an email notice to the 
Membership once the site is launched.  
The traditional entry fee will include 
the racing, of course, as well as launch 
and haulout, trailer storage, and dock-
age.  I am sure as we continue planning 
many perks will be added to the pack-
age.  I can always be contacted if you 
have any questions, comments, or sug-
gestions at 248-640-4407 or commo-
dore2015@byc.com. 

If you want a great early warm up 
event you might also consider joining 
us for the 4th Annual Bayview One 
Design Regatta (May 28 – 31, 2015), 
also known as the BOD.  This Regatta 
was awarded the Best One Design 
Regatta by US Sailing for our inaugural 
year in 2012.  This is now a major one 
design event featuring four racing cir-
cles and on the order of 200 boats.  
Each year more and more boats are 
traveling to Bayview from around the 
country to race this event.  Crescent 

Sail Yacht Club 
has been a great partner to Bayview in 
managing this Regatta.  The NOR and 
registration can also be found at 
www.yachtscoring.com. 

Finally, if some of you enjoy long dis-
tance racing I’m sure you don’t want to 
miss the 91st Annual Bell’s Beer 
Bayview Mackinac Race starting on 
July 18, 2015.  Featuring two courses 
starting at the south end of Lake Hu-
ron and finishing at Mackinac Island, 
this is one of the greatest fresh water 
races in the world.  Most boats race 
fully crewed, but for the last few years 
I have raced the Mac double-handed 
on my T-10 TAZ.  You might want to 
try the same.  Registration is available 
through a link on the Bayview front 
page at www.byc.com 

This is going to be a great year so I 
hope to see you at Bayview to race at 
least once with the Detroit Fleet, if not 
more.  Let me know if I can do any-
thing for you. 

Hanson Bratton - TAZ 
Commodore – Bayview Yacht Club 
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I nvest in the future of the T-10 
Class: The College Sailor   

How would you like to have access to 
hundreds of eager young sailors to 
build your crew each summer?  Experi-
enced and knowledgeable crew who 
have already committed to racing to 
the extent that they will travel hun-
dreds of miles on a Friday night, race a 
full series over the weekend and then 
drive back home on Sunday night to 
resume their lives – the college racers!  
As we in the sport seek ways to revital-
ize sailboat racing, it always amazes me 
that with so many people living in the 
Chicago Metro area, and with such a 
great body of water as Lake Michigan, 
why our starting line is not packed 
with 30 boats every weekend.  

These college sailors are already famil-
iar with racing one-design dinghies and 
sailing in very close proximity to each 
other.  They also have knowledge of 
the rules.   The problem they have is, 
what happens after they graduate?  
What can they do to keep actively rac-
ing?  It’s rare you’ll find a graduate 
who isn’t either struggling to pay off 
college loans or who is flush with 
money to buy a boat.  If they do pur-
chase one, most likely it will be a Laser 
or Vanguard 15 (which they will soon 
grow out of once they desire to spend 
their day in dry clothes and more com-
fortable surroundings).  I’d venture to 
say that most graduates just hang up 
their sailing boots and chalk it off as a 
college activity. Or, some of them may 
desire to continue competitive sailing 
but don’t know how or where to ac-
cess active boats and racing programs 
where they live. 

We, the guardians of sailboat racing 
and these college graduates have a 
common problem; we both want to 
continue to race and grow the sport.  

Fortunately, the Storm Trysail Club 
(NY) has come up with an excellent 
solution. They hold an annual Intercol-
legiate Offshore Regatta which has 
grown each year. Last fall they had 52 
college teams racing PHRF on loaned 
boats with a total of 430 participating 
undergrads.  I suggest we bring that 
idea to the Midwest to directly benefit 
both our fleet and local student sailors. 
The T-10 Class is ideal because we are 
a large one-design class and a friendly 
enough group to actually pull it off. 
This is why I’m excited to introduce 
the first Lake Michigan Intercolle-
giate Offshore Regatta.  This event 
will be during the MORF Open week-
end of Sept 26th & 27th, 2015. We will 
invite 10 college teams to compete in 
our T-10s.  The attached flyer has all 
of the details. 

Just think of it! All those college racers 
excited about getting a taste of off-
shore keelboat racing, begging to come 
back every year and talking up the 
event when they return to school.  
Think how excited you as owners and 
established crew members will be to 
have experienced sailors filling your 
rosters.  At the 2015 Chicago Boat 
Show I spoke in front of approximate-
ly 30 college teams (130 people) from 
the Midwest. I enquired as to the level 
of interest for another collegiate off-
shore regatta being added to their sea-
son. The response was overwhelmingly 
positive! In fact, 12 teams signed up 
that very day!  

Clearly, one of the best pipelines for 
new Great Lakes keelboat sailors is 
those students from established college 
sailing teams.   We simply have to 
build a better bridge to recruiting 
them.  These sailors are exactly the 
right kind of people we want and need 
for the future of our sport.  Our task is 

to introduce them to the excitement of 
T-10 racing. 

Here’s how the concept works: Similar 
to what we have done for previous 
events where we loaned out our boats, 
the concept is that each boat will have 
a person in the front and back of the 
boat for safety. The owner (or his/her 
representative) will be onboard at all 
times, and sit in the back of the boat. 
His title is “scrutineer” and he’s only 
there to maneuver the boat in and out 
of its mooring and take control of the 
helm in an emergency. Another person 
will be on the boat in the role of 
“coach”.  This person can provide 
handling and safety tips, local 
knowledge, or simply rail weight as 
required by the team. This may be the 
team’s own collegiate coach, or a local 
experienced T-10 sailor. The college 
team of 6 sailors will be responsible for 
tactics, strategies and maneuvers dur-
ing the races. One very important pro-
tocol we will employ is the establish-
ment of a 6 foot safety zone for close 
maneuvering.  If two boats come with-
in 6 feet of each other, it’s considered 
contact, so there is a comfortable pe-
rimeter for the owner’s peace of mind. 

If we play our cards right, we can build 
the next generation of keelboat racers 
with the T-10 fleet leading the charge! 
With our Intercollegiate Offshore Re-
gatta, we’ll have 60 local college sailors 
every year going back to their schools 
and talking up the regatta and the T-10 
experience.  Rather than start from 
scratch training new sailors, we will 
now have access to a new group of 
sailors with the experience and quali-
ties necessary for the growth of our 
fleet and our sport. This will help pro-
mote opportunities for the sailors and 
the Great Lakes T-10 owners to devel-
op relationships. A boat type which is 

(Continued on page 6) 
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well known by college students will be viewed as 
the best vessel to easily migrate to for continued 
racing and potential ownership, ideally making T-
10’s the most likely boat to buy when the leap is 
made to ownership because of: 

 Their familiarity with the T-10 boat and Class 
members. 

 The T-10 is the closest to the one-design com-
petition that they’re accustomed to. 

 The boat’s affordability in the keelboat world. 

Come join us by getting involved in growing our 
class, our fleet, and our sport! 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Agenda 

Old Business 

 Class reports, Lake Erie, Michigan, 
Detroit, Chesapeake:  Nothing signifi-
cant to report. 

 Treasury report.  Pinkerton provided 
an insurance update.  Slight increase in 
premiums (market conditions).  Dis-
cussion of spare masts and whether 
covered by insurance. 

 Membership / Dues and Numbers 

2014 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Measurer's Report / New rules 

 93 sail tags.  

 CMRC is established and running well. 

Protest form is on the web site.  

 Rules have been been revised with all 
recent changes incorporated.  Updates 
still need to be placed on the web site. 

 Lifelines - Dyneema lifelines are OK 
according to ORC (and RRS).  How-

ever, recently, ORC changed tension 
and materials requirements.  Essentially, 
lifelines can now be even looser. 

 

Update from Hanson Bratton on the Detroit 
NA’s 

 Registration date is 8/12.  Racing is 
8/13-16.  Bayview 100 yr anniversary.  
PRO and judges have been allocated.  

 Open the table for 2016 N/A’s location 

 

Sanctioned Events 

 Winter Championship Charleston Race 
Week 

 Bay View One Design 

 Lake Erie Championship - June 12, 13, 
and 14th 

 Chicago NOOD - June 12, 13th and 

14th. 

 T-10 North American Championship - 
August 13 - 16. 

 

New Business 

 Mast blanks (2 left - both are in storage 
and they are in good condition and 
available) - discussion of ordering more 

T-10 Winter Meeting Notes 

T- Ten Class Association 
August 1, 2014 though January 1, 2015 

   

Beginning Cash Balance 
 

$31,160.92  

   

Income  $536.28  

Dues                     $406.11   

Sail Tags $130.17   

                                                         

Expenses  $142.50  

US Sailing Dues            $142.50   

   

Cash Balance 1/20/2014 
 

$31,554.70  

   

Item not paid Lake Erie 
 

($221.60) 

   

Ending Balance  $31,333.10  

Roll Call 

Steve Karstrand 

John Barker 

John Schellenbach 

Ted Mahoney 

Lou Jacob 

Hanson Bratton 

Lynn Wanner 

Harald Bransch 

Mike Platzke 

Full members 99 

Member partners 15 

Partner members 10 

Associate members 5 

Full members 86 

Member partners 11 

Partner members 12 

Associate members 5 

Scott Irwin 

Steve Gregory 

Ted Pinkerton 

Brian Cann 

Greg Kinney 

Jim Ward 

Dave Tritsch 

Brian Barker 

Mark Croll 

Tom Kane 

masts and booms.  Fleet is going to 
order more masts (10-12) for a cost 
of approximately $3000. Booms will 
come later (a die still needs to be 
developed). 

 Mark Croll, Weight Limit Proposal.  
Would like to reduce weight limit 
from 1275 to 1175 with the idea 
being that it is in the best interest of 
the fleet to ensure that a boat doesn’t 
have too many people with “idle 
hands” leading to a more enjoyable 
experience.   

 Slate of Officers, Secretary position / 
Fleet Captains / Local Measurers - 
discussion of finding new board 
members to replace Fleet Captain 
and Secretary so that new slate can 
be announced in August.  Everyone 
will try to come up with different 
names in various localities. 

 Ted Speed Articles / Editor, Mike 
Platzke: Plan is to have three editions 
(instead of four). 

Open Discussion on any new business 

 Tom Kane would like it if we can use 

a new material for our mainsails. 

Adjourn Meeting 

 



                                            

 

LAKE  MICHIGAN   INTERCOLLEGIATE   OFFSHORE   REGATTA  
September 25, 26, 27—2015 

 

Chicago’s Midwest Open Racing Fleet and the Columbia Yacht Club are pleased to announce the 1st Lake Michigan Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta 
under the guidance of the Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation and US Sailing rules and regulations.   

 

The Lake Michigan Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta is offered to college sailors as a prelude/tune up to the Storm Trysail Intercollegiate Offshore 
Regatta in Larchmont, NY.  This regatta is: 

 

Invitation only 

10 teams from MCSA (6 undergrads per team) 

Racing:  Saturday - 3 races,  Sunday - 2 races   

 

The Chicago Tartan Ten Fleet (“T-10”) is excited to loan their 33ft one-design yachts for this event.  The T-10 is the largest keelboat class in Chicago 
and the most competitive one-design fleet.  Similar to the format of the Storm Trysail Regatta, the T-10 boat owners will be onboard to serve as 
“scrutineers”/coaches, and will offer sage advice and racing tips for the college teams. 

 

Columbia Yacht Club will host the venue for this event which will kick-off as follows:    

 

9/25 Friday - registration, boat orientation and practice. 

9/26 Saturday – box lunches, dinner party and raffle. 

9/27 Sunday - awards ceremony party.       

 

                           

                                                                               

All inquiries may be directed to Steve Karstrand, Chicago T-10 Fleet Captain  

(708) 805-2177,  karstrand@mpscpa.com 
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Just In From Cleveland Race Week 2015 

Thank You Chris Howell &  

Skip Dieball  


