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T-Ten Class Remembers George Ward 

G eorge Bernard Ward III, 65, 
passed away at Avow Hospice 
in Naples, FL on April 29, 2012 

after a brief battle with pancreatic can-
cer. 

Born in Cleveland, Ohio and growing up 
in Norwalk, Ohio he graduated from 
Ohio State University with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. He also re-
ceived an MBA from Butler. He met his 
wife of 42 years Nancy when they both 
joined the Ohio State sailing club. He 
was an avid sailor and loved racing. 
George learned how to sail on San-
dusky Bay as a kid when Jim Johns 
(who now owns the T-10 SKIM) asked 
him to sail with him aboard Catastrophe 
in the 50's. He actively raced Thistles, 
and Penguins while in college and par-
ticipated in the collegiate national 
championships at the Coast Guard 
Academy. While living in San Francisco 
in the 70’s he won the Columbia 26 
Nationals. In the 80’s and 90’s he lived 
in Dublin, Ohio and raced extensively on 
Lake Erie with his Tartan 10 Wine 
Squall. He won the T-10 North American 
Championships a total of six times. 
George was honored by Sandusky Sail-
ing Club (SSC) with the Lyman award in 

1985. George was selected as Great 
Lakes Sailor of the year in 1986 after 
winning the Mills Race, Ulman Tro-
phy, Cleveland Race Week, Bay 
Week, and T-10 North Americans 
that year. He participated in eight 
Mackinac Races, won the T-10 divi-
sion at Key West Race Week, and the 
J-27 Midwinters, but his true love 
was always the opportunity to race 
around the Lake Erie Islands. George 
loved sailing with his wife Nancy, and 
she was always on the crew when-
ever he raced. George was a twenty 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A s I alluded to in the  
February Tenspeed issue, 
much of the T-Ten Board’s 

focus currently is on T-Ten Class 
rule interpretation and enforce-
ment.  I want to utilize this article to 
explain to the class what is hap-
pening related to these items. 

First, I have worked with a couple 
of experienced class members to 
introduce the concept of creating a 
One Design Technical Committee 
(OTC).  This committee would be 
made up of (3) board members, 
past president, vice president, and 
OTC Chairman.  The purpose of this 
committee is to interpret, docu-
ment, and make rulings on individ-
ual inquiries related to members 
questioning the validity of a boat’s 
measurement certificate.  Today 
and in the past all of this responsi-
bility has fallen on one person, the 
chief measurer.  Many chief meas-
urers have done a great job in the 
past, but today, with our new up-
dated class rules and an inconsis-
tent enforcement process, we find 
ourselves in a uncomfortable place 
where current members are won-
dering if their boats are worthy of a 
valid measurement certificate.  The 
position of chief measurer would 
be replaced with the OTC Chair-
man.  The regional measurers 
would work in conjunction with the 
OTC Committee and report to the 
OTC Chairman.  Rulings will be 
posted on a new section of our 

website (Measurement Rulings and 
Interpretations) and our goal is total 
consistency and transparency on all 
OTC decisions across all of our differ-
ent sailing regions.  The board is work-
ing on a draft document outlining these 
By-Law and T-Ten Class Rule changes 
required to implement the OTC.  Be-
cause these changes require changes 
to the T-Ten Class Rules this decision is 
required to be submitted to the mem-
bership for a class vote.  Our intent is 
once the draft is completed and ap-
proved by the board, we will submit it 
to the membership and ask you to vote 
within a 30 day period.  Looking at the 
past and anticipating the future, this 
rule interpretation and ruling requires a 
committee approach to handle the 
workload and introduces a team to 
make decisions rather than one individ-
ual, hence ending the singular role of a 
chief measurer. 

Now to be transparent to the class, I 
want to report on the measurement 
certificate on hull 217.  After the NAC 
several members made an inquiry on 
the measurement certificate regarding 
hull 217.  The board made an inquiry 
of the boat’s owner, all potential out-
comes were discussed, and the board 
voted to pull the measurement certifi-
cate.  A re-measurement occurred 
within 30 days, with my direct partici-
pation, and a report was submitted to 
the board.  The board reviewed the re-
port and the board ruled that seven 
items needed to be corrected in order 
for hull 217 to re-gain their certifica-
tion.  One item had already been com-
pleted, upon the completion of 4 other 
items, a temporary certification would 
be granted.  The board will interpret the 
two remaining items by June 15, 2012 
and ample time will be provided to get 
compliant with the board’s final rulings.  
Upon this work being completed to the 
board’s satisfaction, a permanent 
measurement certification will be pro-

vided.  A written response from the 
board outlining the changes re-
quired will be posted on the web-
site under the section titled 
“Measurement Ruling and Interpre-
tations” by the time of this Ten-
speed released.  Although a diffi-
cult situation, the owner of hull 
217 is working with the board pro-
fessionally and in the best interest 
of the class to remedy the situa-
tion. 

As we move forward, it is my hope 
that as the OTC makes future rul-
ings on their interpretations of the 
T-Ten Class Rules, all future rulings 
will be posted on the website as a 
public historic record from which 
future decisions can be referenced 
for consistency and fairness.  It is 
also my hope that the class mem-
bership will read these decisions 
and begin to self-police their own 
boat rebuild decisions and take 
ownership of conducting them-
selves within the one design spirit 
intended for the T-Ten Class.  How-
ever, we now hopefully will have a 
process for these type of inquires 
to be heard, ruled and communi-
cated to all class members. 

See you on the race course. 

SI 

Reference my comments from the 
article in the February TenSpeed 

From my perspective we need a 
definable process for a class mem-
ber to make an inquiry about the 
legality of a boat modification.  We 
need a specific individual to re-
ceive the inquiry, make a ruling, 
and post the decision on our web-
site.  I have proposed to the board 
that we separate the current pow-

(Continued on page 3) 
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year member of the Tartan Ten class 
where he served as Treasurer for 
many years. The George Ward Memo-
rial Trophy will be donated to the T-10 
class this year, and will honor the win-
ner of the Corinthian fleet at the an-

(Continued from page 1) 

nual North American 
Championship moving 
forward. George en-
joyed winning, but 
was always respected 
for his calm de-
meanor, and excep-
tional sportsmanship 
by his competitors. 
Upon retiring in 1997 
George and Nancy 
moved to Naples, FL 
where he purchased 
his first powerboat. 
He loved the power-
boat life style and was 
a very accomplished 
skipper. Over the 
years he traded ‘up’ 
until he found the 
love of his life, Mag-
num, an Ocean Yacht. 
He and Nancy trav-
eled extensively on 
Magnum throughout 
FL. and the Bahamas. 
During the summers 

George and Nancy would reside in 
Marblehead, where they could of-
ten be found watching their son 
Jim and his wife Jayme race Inter-
lake's and Wine Squall aboard 
their easily recognizable yellow Ti-
ara named Corkscrew. George’s 
other passion was golf. He was a 

member of Windstar on Naples Bay 
and pursued his golf as avidly as 
his boating. George loved fishing, 
reading, fine wine, and travelling. 
He was active in several Ohio clubs, 
as well as Windstar and the Naples 
Sailing and Yacht Club. He enjoyed 
the Botanical Garden and served on 
the annual golf tournament commit-
tee for several years. But most of all 
he loved his many friends and fam-
ily. He started his own company in 
1977 in Lima, Ohio. Buckeye 
Welder Services expanded to Day-
ton and Columbus over the years. 
He also co-owned two other compa-
nies, CWT in Houston and American 
Weldquip in Akron, Ohio. He loved 
being a small business owner. He 
was respected for his fairness and 
fine business sense. He was always 
the voice of reason, which he car-
ried with him to all the various com-
mittees he served on in retirement. 
In 2010 George and Nancy started 
a program at the community sailing 
center in Naples, FL where they 
taught adults in the community how 
to sail with all proceeds going to 
local charities.  

George truly loved SSC, and he and 
Nancy were proud members since 
1981.  

Scott Irwin Continued... 

ers of the chief measurer into rule 
establishment-documentation and 
the Vice President would be responsi-
ble for rule enforcement.  I believe 
this will accomplish three things.  
First it will give the class membership 
a specific process to raise an inquiry.  
Second, it will eliminate any type of 

(Continued from page 2) rumor mill about what he or she 
did to their boat by providing a re-
peatable process that brings trans-
parency to all inquires and rulings.  
Third, it strengthens the overall 
integrity of our one design class, 
where by, all class members know 
that if it is not specifically made 
allowable in the One Design or Re-
build Rules, it is not legal.  We plan 

to vote on the separation of pow-
ers proposal at our next board 
meeting in early March.  Again, I 
would appreciate any class mem-
ber commentary to carry into the 
March vote. 

Scott Irwin USA 343 T-Ten Class 
President 
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T he sailing community suf-
fered a great loss with the 
sudden passing of Dave 

Shaffer. Dave contributed count-
less hours of race committee work 
throughout the USA. Most notably, 
Dave served as PRO for many of 
the largest One Design events in-
cluding many of our T-10 champi-
onships.  He's served dozens of 
classes, clubs and organizations. 
Dave will be greatly miss for his 
compassion, professionalism and 
most of all friendship 

David LeRoyd Shaffer, age 70, 
passed away peacefully at his 
home in Toledo on May 11, 2012. 
David was born August 11, 1941 in 

Marion, OH to M. LeRoyd and Ethel 
Shaffer. He was a 1959 graduate of 
Mt. Gilead High School and graduated 
from Ohio Northern University in 1964 
where he was a member of Sigma Pi 
fraternity. 

Dave was an honorary member of Jolly 
Roger Sailing Club where he was Com-
modore in 1987. He has been a mem-
ber of North Cape Yacht Club since the 
mid 1980's and St. Petersburg Yacht 
Club (FL). He was Commodore of Inter-
Lake Yachting Association in 1990. He 
was selected as I-LYA Man of the Year 
in 2001. He was the I-LYA delegate to 
the U.S. Sailing Association. He was a 
U.S. Sailing Certified National Race Of-
ficer and a Certified Senior Judge. 

Before he retired, Dave worked for 
Bellevue City Schools, the Univer-
sity of Toledo, Medical College of 
Ohio, Toledo Health Plan, and 
Greiner Sails. 

National Fleet Captain Report 

By Ted Mahoney, T-Ten National 
Fleet Captain 

I  hope everyone enjoys this edi-
tion of the Tenspeed as we 
start the 2012 sailing season. 

It was a long winter, but everyone 
should be sailing by the receipt of 
this newsletter.  Thanks to every-
one’s efforts to make the T-Ten 
Class one of the best one design 
classes. 

2012 promises to be a great year 
with more boats being restored and 
great racing on the horizon.  Cleve-
land Harbor Fleet 19 (my fleet) is 
promising a great North American 
Championship (www.tten.com/
NAC) on August 7 – 12 with first 
class racing, education with An-
drew Kerr and great parties.  Re-
member, the T-Ten Blender Parties 
started in Cleveland.  If you have 
any questions or need a reason to 
come, please give me a call at 216-
548-9975. 

The next edition of the Tenspeed com-
ing out in November will be the 
‘Results and Fleet Wrap Up Edition’.   
Articles are due October.  This will give 
everyone a chance to brag about their 
fleet results. 

The website www.tten.com  has been 
up and running for two years and most 
of our objectives have 
been met thanks to 
Mike Puig. It is a de-
pository for all critical 
information related to 
the boat and the mem-
bers. It contains his-
tory, rules, Tenspeed 
newsletter, repair pro-
cedures, results, a fo-
rum for member ex-
change, measurement 
rulings, training videos 
and information of in-
terest to all members.  

Please send your com-
ments and questions 
regarding the Ten-

speed or website to  
mahonetd@roadrunner.com. 
Thanks to the T-Ten Board and 
everyone working to improve the T-
Ten Class, the Tenspeed and the T-
Ten website in order to add value 
to your membership. 
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Preview by Mary Dodge 

Tartan Ten Fleet 19 members are 
pleased to welcome the North 
American Championship competi-
tors to Cleveland August 7-12 at 
Edgewater Yacht Club.  It’s not too 
early to register your boat!  Notice 
of Race, registration details, meas-
urement and weighing documenta-
tion and administrative documents 
are now available on the event web 
site – http://www.tten.com/NAC . 

Edgewater Yacht Club is situated 
near downtown Cleveland with 
easy access to Lake Erie.  There 
will be a FREE dock with power and 
water for every boat.  FREE launch-
ing and mast stepping is available 
for traveling boats.  The club also 
has a full service restaurant and 
multiple bars along with a pool 
available to all participants and 
families.  Mikes Dills will be the 
PRO with extensive experience run-
ning small and large events.  His 
crew is experienced and will make 
this a great T-Ten NAC supported 
by plenty of events ashore.  Our 
plans include great racing and 
plenty to do for the crew and fami-

lies not participating in the race. 

Schedule of Events 

The NACs will be kicked off Tuesday, 
August 7 with an Andrew Kerr “chalk 
talk” at 6:30 p.m. Andrew will discuss 
general racing tactics as well as the 
details of the on-water coaching ses-
sion that will replace the traditional 
practice race the next day.  Wednesday 
morning will be the busiest day to pick 
up registered boat materials and take 
care of any last minute crew weigh-in 
details.  Wednesday at 12 p.m. will be 
the on-water coaching session. 

Opening ceremonies will take place at 
6:15 pm .  Each represented Yacht 
Club is asked to bring along a club bur-
gee to be flown during the event and 
hung in the EYC clubhouse. The T-10 
National Fleet Meeting & Skipper Meet-
ing with PRO Mike Dills will begin at 
6:30 p.m.  Following the opening cere-
mony and meetings, there will be a dis-
cussion of the on-water coaching ses-
sion. 

Racing starts Thursday morning with a 
first warning at 10:55 a.m.  Evening 
party will be a BBQ and music feature 
on the patio at EYC.  The second day of 
racing on Friday will be followed by a 
shrimp boil and the “old school” 
blender party.  Each boat is asked to 
bring a bottle of rum and a mixer in 
keeping with old traditions.  Consider 
wearing your oldest T-10 NACs or 
“blender” party tee shirt to the party.  
The original blender master Les Nyland 
(Nemesis) will dole out his famous 
drinks pretty soon after racers hit the 
shore.  There will be live entertainment 
from the band Shockwave.  Saturday 
evening’s festivities will include a din-

ner inside the event tent with en-
tertainment by a jazz trio that 
promises to get the crowd tapping 
their toes.  And Sunday’s racing 
will be followed by an awards cere-
mony and cookout. 

The fleet is pleased to announce 
its title sponsor for the event--
Tartan Yachts.  The official beer for 
the event will be Yuengling.  Other 
monetary sponsors of the event 
include Quick USA, LLC, Key Bank, 
Raymarine and Collins and Scan-
lon LLP and Crescore Real Estate. 

Fleet 19 is selling keg sponsor-
ships to cover the cost of frosty 
beverages, yummy food, race 
course management, judges and 
fabulous awards!  A full keg spon-
sorship is $100 or a ½ a keg can 

(Continued on page 6) 
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be purchased for $50.  Sponsors 
will receive their name on signage 
at the event.  Businesses inter-
ested in being recognized more 
prominently can take advantage of 
sponsorship opportunities with 
more benefits or enjoy the publicity 
of donating a quality prize to the 
growing collection of in kind raffle 
donations (to be announced closer 
to the event).  In kind donations to 
date have been confirmed from 
North Sails, Ullman Sails, Premier 
Rigging, Total Boat Management, 
North U and Riverfront Yacht Sales 
and Services. For more information 
on sponsorship opportunities con-
tact Craig Kvale at ckvale@collins-
scanlon.com. 

(Continued from page 5) If you need additional information or 
reasons to attend, go to the NAC web-
site at www.tten.com/NAC or inquiries 
can be sent to 2012 NACs chair Trever 
Dodge at trever_dodge@hotmail.com ; 
National Fleet Captain & Fleet 19 Co-
Captain Ted Mahoney at maho-
netd@roadrunner.com or Fleet 19 Co-
Captain Harald Bransch 
hnbransch@yahoo.com.   

If you need to be weighed or have 
measurement issues, please contact 
Steve Gregory, T-Ten Fleet 19 Meas-
urer at stevegregory74@hotmail.com ; 
216-571-1732.  We will do everything 
possible to get you weighed  legal be-
fore the event. Note: we will not have a 
scale at the event site.  Arrangements 
will be made to weigh boats at River-
front Yacht Services. 

Find out more about Fleet 19’s 
plans for the NACs and our ability 
to run first class races by  attend-
ing the T-Ten Lake Erie Champion-
ships at EYC June 15-17.  This is a 
great opportunity to check out the 
facility and practice against the 
best.   On the opening day of sail-
ing there will be a blender party 
and cookout on the pavilion.  Great 
Lakes Beer will be the official beer 
of this event. More information can 
be found in the Notice of Race and 
event schedule located on 
www.ewyc.net/CRW2012 or con-
tact Ted Mahoney at 216-548-
9975 or maho-
netd@roadrunner.com 

Fleet Update: Fleet 2 Chicago  
By Steve Karstrand 
As I write this, we’re all itching to 
get out on the water.  It sure 
seems longer than six months. 
For the 2012 season, Fleet 2 is 
experimenting with a rule change 
for penalty turns.   Voting was con-
ducted in May to modify RRS 44.1 
from a 2 turn penalty to a 1 turn 
penalty.  This change will be appli-
cable EXCEPT at turning marks, 
the finishing mark, and boat-to-
boat contact. 
PRO positions:  
 It encourages someone who 

has committed a foul, or may 
have committed a foul, to 
take a penalty. The smaller 
penalty will not cost you the 
race and this keeps you out of 
the protest room as well. 

 Judges are in favor of cutting 
down the number of pro-
tests.  With a "720" being so 
costly, nobody does it and 

everybody is willing to take their 
chance in the room but mostly bet-
ting that the protest won’t be filed 
because of the hassle.  This 
change was utilized in the 2008 
Chicago NAC and may have been a 
contributing factor for having only 
one protest hearing in an event 
that had relatively strong winds. 

CONS arguments: 
 Reducing the 720 penalty turn to 

360 penalty turn for rule violations 
outside of mark roundings and col-
lisions encourages a boat to take 
greater risks.  Example: a port tack 
boat will be less hesitant to cross a 
starboard tack boat.  

 The distance lost during a well exe-
cuted 360 degree penalty turn can 
be regained during the course of a 
4-5 mile race. 

We’ll let the Class know in the Winter 
TenSpeed how the change affected our 
2012 racing. 
All of us in Chicago are very sad to see 

that our VERVE regatta was moved 
to the NAC weekend date.  This 
pretty much means there won’t be 
any Chicago boats traveling to 
Cleveland this year.   Most unfortu-
nate is that this appears to be a 
permanent date change for VERVE.  
We’re all hoping the T-10 Class 
Board can figure out a new date to 
customarily hold the NAC event.   
We hate to miss out on the great 
competition. 
 
Congratulations to our Tim Rathbun 
(cause nobody else will claim him!) 
for winning the Annapolis NOOD 
regatta in WINNEBAGO. 
 
Finally, we have three new boats to 
welcome into our fleet.  THIN ICE 
(Andrew & Audi Kelly), ELEANOR 
RIGBY (Rick Reed), and HONEY 
BADGER (Tom Kane).   We wish 
them lucky wind shifts! 

T-Ten Lake Erie 
Championship 
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By Jack Lyons 

I t all began with a man we'll call 
George…since that is his name.  
He is a pretty successful racing 

sailor at our club on Albemarle Sound 
on the Outer Banks.  He is a dis-
placed Newfie (Newfoundland) and a 
little neurotic in his pursuit of thrift 
and efficiency.   In spite of having 
sailed for 40 years, we suspect that 
the main element of sailing enjoy-
ment for George is conveying himself 
from point-A to point-B at minimal 
expense.   He has built several boats 
including a couple experimental 
(weird) sailboats and some very 
pretty skiffs.  He got in his mind that 
he would like to have a cruising pow-
erboat in his fleet and needed a good 
winter project …So he rubbed a cou-
ple brain cells together and decided 
that a sailing hull would serve his 
bias towards high fuel economy.  Tak-
ing this reasoning to the next level, 
he decided that a fast racing boat 
would be more easily driven than a 
heavy cruising boat.  I found the T-10 
in rough shape in Maryland for him 
and he drove up and bought it.  He 

then enlisted a couple Newfie friends 
to come south for the winter and 
bring their sawzalls.    

The result is the Newfie Dancer, the 
boat in the picture.  If you look 
closely, you can find the Tartan Ten.  
The keel was shortened to 3 feet and 
extended back to the transom with 
the ballast relocated.  The engine is a 
43HP Universal Diesel.  George is 
pretty consistent in his assertion that 
the boat burns 3/4 of a gallon per 
hour at 8 MPH statute.  I had a pic-
ture so I thought I'd instigate some 
outrage from the class purists.  Full 
disclosure requires that I mention 
that the T-10 was pretty rough and 
was not likely to sail again.  Not 
100% sure, but George may still have 
the rig if anyone needs a spare.    The 
interior is very nice and I'll try to re-
member to get some pictures the 
next time I am on the OBX.   

Send me a copy of your newsletter 
and I'll frame it for his salon bulk-
head. 

 

By Lou Jacob 
 
Sailors, 
 
Hope you are having a great 
Spring and are ready to do a little 
sailing! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has al-
ready taken care of the member-
ship dues for the season. We al-
ready have 110 members for the 
2012 year, including 15 new 
members of the class! A few 
boats have changed names and 
owners, and a few others have 
yet to join for the year. Boom 
stickers have been mailed out, 
but if you were a late joiner, you 
may still not get yours for a little 
while.  
 
Also, thanks again for using the 
online system. You've made it 
easy to process and track our 
dues effectively. Hopefully, it has 
made it easier for you, as well! 
 
If you have any questions about 
your membership status, please 
check the roster on the site, or 
contact me at 
lou.jacob@skidmarksracing.com. 
 
Thanks!  

Lou 

T-Ten National 
Secretary Update 
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2012 Charleston Race Week—Crew of Team I-Ball 

T he journey to Charleston 
Race Week started Tuesday 
before the event when we 

departed North Cape Yacht 
Club.  We arrived at Charleston 
early Wednesday morning.  We 
dropped the boat at the Resort as 
they typically call it a day at 6:PM, 
so Wednesday we attacked USA-
343 by taking care of rigging and 
polishing.  We learned a lot about 
the launching process and made 
the most of our downtime.  Boat 
was ready and looking sweet! 

Our team for this event consisted 
of Scott Irwin - driving, Rick Rothen-
buhler - main trim, George Sipel - 
jib trim, Jeff Hagman - spinnaker 
trim, Tom Irwin - box, Bill Irwin - pit, 
Dan Synowiec - bow.  We had a 
solid team in place and this would 
kick off our 2012 season where we 
plan to hit most of the major 
events. 

We had planned for a great prac-
tice on Wed/Thur, but there was-
n't much wind.  We used the 
time to tweak the boat a little 
more as we looked forward to 
Friday’s great forecast.  The con-
ditions for Friday were 10-12 
kts. with some nice chop, just 
like our home waters off North 
Cape.  Saturday we saw moder-
ate conditions, somewhat less 
than Friday, with the same 
chop.  Sunday was a killer.  The 
wind was light, but the swells off 
the Charleston shore were 

huge.  The wind was very 
shifty. 

We tuned the boat according 
to the tuning guide, but kept 
more tension on the cap 
shrouds to keep the rig from 
bouncing in the chop.  We 
were aggressive with the low-
ers and backstay adjustments 
playing mast sag up to 1" at 
times.  We used our AP 2011 
Mainsail, AP Membrane 2011 
Jib and our 2010 AP Spinna-
ker.  All our sails were spot on 
and allowed us to focus on 
the challenge of getting the 
boat through the waves. 

We were psyched to win.  The 
competition was tough with 
Norboy from Chicago pacing 
with us all weekend.  They are 
great to race gainst!   Winne-
bago had some great races as 
did Silver Surfer.  We shared 

housing with a new T10 team from 
Sandusky, Avatar.  They did better 
with every race and will be on pace 
soon.   

The shoreside events were top-
notch.  This event is so well organ-
ized and the parties and nightlife in 
Charleston certainly add to the 
popularity of the event.   More T-
Tens should consider doing this 
event – great fun and tune-up for 
the season. 
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Fleet Update: Fleet 19 Cleveland Harbor  

by Harald Bransch 

B ack again from sunny and 
comfortable Cleveland. Here 
Fleet 19 is busy prepping 

boats, gearing up for a busy season 
and GROWING. There are now 13 
active T10s, based at Edgewater 
(EYC) and Cleveland Yacht (CYC) 
clubs. 

As in other years, we have a num-
ber of races divided up between 

multiple series. 

The longest running series of races 
is the Sunday series, where RC du-
ties and racing is alternated be-
tween EYC and CYC. This runs May 
through the beginning of October. 
There is also a Wednesday evening 
series mainly June through Sep-
tember and it is scored separately. 

Another huge aspect of summer 
sailing is the Cleveland Sailing As-
sociation regattas, hosted by six 
clubs along the Erie North Coast. 
Six of those regattas constitute 
races for our regatta series: Men-
tor Harbor YC Regatta, T10 Lake 
Erie Championships at EYC, Cleve-
land Race Week at EYC Offshore, 
Lakeside YC Regatta, Leukemia 
Cup at CYC, and the CYC Fall Re-
gatta. 

Our combined Fleet championship 
is decided by the combined Sun-
day and Regatta series. There are 
approximately 40 to 45 races that 
can be scored. 

Fleet Update: Fleet 3 Mentor Harbor Yacht Club 

By Karen Rampe, Cracker #33 

S ailing season is finally here! I am sure 
many of us have been sailing al-
ready with this great weather! 

Most of our boats are in and getting 
ready for our first mini regatta here at 
our club over Memorial Day weekend! 

Returning to the water this year, after a 
small hiatus, is Dan and Mary Jackett 
on their boat Woody - it will be great to 
have them on the regatta circuit again! 

Many of you may know this but our an-
nual regatta at MHYC has been moved 
from the beginning of June to August 
18th - this move was done in hopes to 
facilitate more participation in other 

regattas further East on Lake Erie!  
Looking forward to seeing everyone soon! 

On top of all that, for those that like 
the longer races, we have a separate 
distance series composed of fixed-
mark races such as the Falcon Cup, 
CRW evening races, Forest City YC 
Princess Pat, EYC Nash Memorial, 
MHYC Indigo, and the EYC Van New-
bury. These will be scored as a high-
point series to reflect a slightly differ-
ent range of participation. 

Oh, yeah, there is the little point of 
the NACs being hosted at Edgewater 
YC here in sunny and comfortable 
Cleveland, August 7 to 12. A cast of 
thousands have been super hard at 
work (or is it super work at hard?) to 
make sure this will be a top-shelf 
event. See Mary Dodge’s article pre-
viewing the event in this Tenspeed or 
check out the NAC website at 
www.tten.com/NAC .  Register now. 

If you have nothing else to do this 
summer, there are well over 50 
races that make up the Fleet 19 
schedule. Hard to think of a better 
way to spend a summer in Cleve-
land! 



Fleet Update: Fleet 16 Sandusky  
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By Mike Fishbaugh 

T he Sandusky, Ohio fleet 
sees our Wednesday series 
racing begin on Wednesday, 

May 16.   We’ve grown our num-
bers in recent years and encourage 
anyone in the area to come and 
join us on Wednesday evenings for 
our series races.   The races are a 
great opportunity for us to continue 
to develop crew and encourage 
participation at the local level. 

Coming on Saturday, June 30, 
2012, is the 57th Annual Sandusky 
Islands Race and Stein Hospice 
Cup.    This Hospice qualifying re-
gatta is a great distance race 
around the Lake Erie Islands begin-
ning and ending in Sandusky.   
There is a T-10 start and awards for 
this fun distance race.    For more 
information visit: 
http://www.sanduskysailingclub.or
g/events/islands 

We also encourage anyone partici-
pating in the NAC to come and join 
us the weekend before at the I-LYA 
Senior Sail Regatta.   With a Deep-
water race leaving from Sandusky 
on Thursday, August 2, and the Re-
gatta on Friday, August 3 – Sunday, 
August 5, this event will serve as a 
great last minute tune-up before 
the NAC.   Sandusky will be provid-
ing free dockage for anyone com-
ing early.  For more information on 
the regatta, or launching in 
Sandusky, please contact us.   
Regatta registration can be 
found at http://www.i-lya.org. 

Our summer ends with a 
number of great invitational 
races including: 

 SSC Robert Henry  
Memorial Race to Port 
Clinton on Saturday,  
Sept. 1. 

 Sandusky Sailing Club Hog Wild 
Regatta on Saturday, Sept. 8 – 
Sunday, Sept. 9. 

 North Cape Yacht Club Fall Bay on 
Saturday, Sept. 22 – Sunday Sept. 
23. 

 Port Clinton Yacht Club Snow Flur-
ries Regatta on Saturday, Sept. 29 
– Sunday Sept. 30. 

Please come and join us at any of 
these invitational events!  Contact Mike 
Fishbaugh, Fleet Captain, for more in-
formation: 
mfishbaugh@pathmaker.net, mobile: 
419-355-5921 

By Brian Cann 

The T-10 Lower Lake Huron Fleet, 
racing out of both Sarnia and Port 
Huron Yacht clubs, has a total of 5 
local boats. Passin Thru, M'or 
Flags and Overdraft all race out of 
Port Huron while High Tide and Air 
Force (with a new owner this year) 
race from Sarnia Yacht Club. 
There are not enough T-10's to 
race one-design but we do get 
level racing with the local ‘126’ 
boats. 

Our local schedule for 2012 will 
include Bayview Yacht Club's Port 
Huron to Mackinac race on July 
14th and, two weeks earlier, an 
overnight 60 mile tune-up race. 
We also plan a great Labor Day 
weekend fun regatta that includes 
great parties and a fabulous fund 
raiser for the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society - our Leukemia 
Cup Regatta. 

We invite any and all of the T-10's 
to join us for this or any of our lo-
cal racing. In past years, we have 
had a few T-10's from Lake St. 
Clair join us for the Leukemia Cup 
Regatta and have added a day of 
One Design windward / leeward 
racing on the Friday to give us our 
own regatta within. If there is 
enough interest expressed, we will 
organize the Friday of Labor Day 
weekend for a three day T-10 fun 
regatta. 

Please contact either Matt Sealy 
(passnthru@comcast.net) or Brian 
Cann (cann2do@aol.com) with any 
questions or to plan visiting the 
Lower Lake Huron T-10 Fleet 21. 

Fleet Update: Fleet 21  

Lower Lake Huron 
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Fleet Update: Fleet 10 Chesapeake Bay  
Update and Annapolis NOOD Recap 

By Aaron Ressler 

F leet Ten hosted the Tartan Ten East Coast Cham-
pionships at Annapolis NOODS, May 4-6, as our 
inaugural Regatta. We would like to congratulate 

Tim Rathbun and the crew from Winnebago on being 
the first Tartan Ten East Coast Champion. 

Crew of Winnebego 

I would like to thank Tim Rathbun and the crew from 
Winnebago, Leif Sigmond and the crew from Norboy and 
Jeff Sampson for taking the time to work with all the 
local boats before the Regatta and at the party after 
racing. I am always impressed by the way members of 
the Tartan Ten Class step up and help new boats and 
boats starting to race One Design.  With the formation of 
a new fleet, Fleet Ten faces a learning curve on tuning 
and tweaking the boats for One Design racing. 

As everyone found out, racing on the Chesapeake Bay 
can be extremely challenging. If you don’t like the wind 
or tidal currents, just wait a few hours. The first day of 
NOODS started with heavy fog and light winds. As the 
fog lifted we found ourselves facing a storm front com-
ing through. Once the storm had left us, it took the wind 
with it. So after 6 hours on the water with fog, storms, 
and sun, we managed to get no races in for the first day. 

The second day of racing started out with light winds 
and a strong tidal current. The boats that played the 
shore on the left side of the course made out going up-

wind; however, that first mark was a challenge as the 
tidal current was flowing at 2 knots. The light winds and 
strong currents made for interesting downwind runs. 
The second race saw the entire fleet go to the left side 
of the course playing the tidal currents. The current 
flows the strongest in the main channel so it paid to 
play the left side again. The race really became a drag 
race as boats worked to keep clean air. Boats that 
tacked early paid the price getting to the first mark. The 
third race saw a wind shift at the start of race as the 
tide began to slack. The boats that played the right side 
of the course and the stronger winds made it to the first 
mark well ahead of the boats that went left; however, 
the building winds and wind shifts gave some opportu-
nities for boats on the left to catch up and make it a 
close race. 

The third day of racing saw another light wind day and 

(Continued on page 12) 

Parrot Head Under Spinnaker 
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strong current. All the boats played the left side going 
upwind to avoid the current. The race committee was 
working to get a second race off before the end of the 
day. They started the Viper and J105 fleets only to can-
cel the race shortly thereafter. The current kept the 
fleets from making much headway against the tidal 
surge. 

At the end of three days of racing we finished with 4 
races and a lot of racing experience and fun in Annapolis 
on the Chesapeake Bay. We would like to thank Winne-
bago and Norboy for coming up to Annapolis on their 
way back from the Mid Winter Championships. We would 
also like to congratulate Aaron Ressler who got engaged 
to Christine Fitzgerald during the Regatta. Aaron and 
Christine have been racing on Parrot Head since last 
year.  

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Congratulations to 
Aaron and Christine  

From all the members 
of Cleveland Fleet 19 

back in Cleveland 

Norboy 

Parrot Head 
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Fleet Ten would like to welcome 
our newest boat to the Fleet, Bad 
Dog. Brad has raced J105s and 
sailed with Miles on Shenanigan in 
the Southern Bay. When this Ten 
came up for sale, he flew up to 
take a look at her. Brad is the third 
owner. The first owner sailed her 
for 10 years until storing her inside 
for over 11 years. The second 

(Continued from page 12) 

owner sailed her from 
his backyard and refin-
ished the interior. We 
are looking forward to 
seeing Brad and Bad 
Dog race this summer. 

On May 25, Shenani-
gan, Artemis and Par-
rot Head will be racing 
123 miles down to 
Hampton, Virginia in 
the Down the Bay 
Race. The Down the 
Bay Race is the feeder 
race to Southern Bay 

Race Week. The race should take 24 
hours. This year the Down the Bay 
Race is also a warm up race for some 
of the boats in the Annapolis to Ber-
muda race. There are currently 35 
boats scheduled to race down the bay. 

 June 1 – 3 is the start of Southern 
Bay Race week and the Blackbeard 
Pirate festival in Hampton, Virginia. 
With Gosling’s Rum sponsoring the 
Regatta, it is sure to be a memora-
ble weekend. We currently have 3 

Tens registered for the regatta 
and are hopeful that Bad Dog 
might be able to join us for the 
weekend. The Tens will be rac-
ing in PHRF B with 17 other 
boats.  We are still working on 
a One-Design start. 

 On July 15 – 17 Fleet Ten will 
be racing in the Screwpile Re-
gatta in Solomons Island, MD. 
We are hoping for at least 6 of 
the Tens on the Bay to make it 
down or up to Solomons. This 
Mount Gay Rum sponsored 
regatta is a favorite on the Bay. 

 September 1-3 is CBYRA Anna-
polis Race Week. 

The restart of Fleet Ten on the 
Chesapeake Bay has already gen-
erated a lot of interest with our first 
Regatta. We are already starting to 
add more boats to the Fleet and I 
anticipate the Fleet to continue to 
grow. I would like to thank every-
one for all of their support and 
help. 

The crew of Artemis 

By Mike Eckstein 

The Detroit Fleet is getting ready 
for the sailing season. We are all 
excited by the upcoming inaugural 
Bayview One Design Regatta. 
Hopefully, we'll see lots of T-10's 
on the course. 

We are also preparing for the 35th 
consecutive season for our local 
Thursday night Sunset Series. This 
has been a mainstay of the local 
class. We have continued to get a 
good turnout for these races be-
cause it's fun and most of us can 
attend after work. Typically, we 
have one race, but sometimes 
we'll have two short races if the 

Fleet Update: Fleet 4  Detroit—Lake St. Clair 
wind and daylight cooper-
ate. Occasionally, we'll 
have the RC give us 3-4 
practice starts before the 
first race starts - it's funny 
to see how everyone gets a 
lot more aggressive on the 
line when it's just for prac-
tice! 

Currently, we have about 
11 boats who race locally. 
We're happy to see Double 
Jeopardy (formerly '007') 
back on the course; we 
welcome Sean Murphy and 
his family and friends to 
the local fleet. 



Point Mode or Foot Mode? 

Know When To Use It and How! 
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cle is to get you to understand the 
modes and then put them into action 
on the race course.  Setting up your 
boat for the groove that fits you is 
easy to do and your sailmaker can 
certainly help with some tuning 
guidelines.    
 
So, now that we have an idea of the 
modes, let's talk about putting them 
into play.  Generally speaking, you 
can get away with the Point Mode 
more in the absence of big waves.  
Foot Mode is beneficial in the wavier 
conditions as it gives you more power 
and a wider range of attack on the 
waves (you have room to head up to 
wrap your bow around the wave).  All 
this said, you can and will need to 
use both in tactical situations. 
 
Let's look at a tactical situational ex-
ample.  You come off the line and 
you have a boat to leeward.  You 
have to keep your bow up and your 
speed on in order to not get flushed 
out and forced to tack.  So when the 
boat is up to speed, pull the main in 
4-5 clicks harder and allow the boat 
to travel slightly into the wind.  Keep 
tabs on boats around you to be sure 
you don't come up too much and stall 
or slow to the point where you will get 
rolled.  You should be able to work up 
and off the boat to leeward without 
giving up too much forward momen-
tum.   
 
Conversely, if you find that you have 
room to leeward to “put the hammer 
down” and get the boat speed going, 
you can ease up on the main trim 
with some vang on.  You’ll notice that 
your relative point visually looks bad, 
but in actuality what is happening is 
you are gaining height through 

By Skip Dieball 
 
The T-10 may not be the most 
incredibly forgiving boat but rec-
ognizing "feel" is very important in 
allowing the boat to carve its path 
upwind! 
 
To preface, let's establish the 
terms.  "Point Mode" is the up-
wind point of sail that has you 
positioning the boat closest to the 
wind without losing significant 
speed, also known as pinching.  
Conversely, "Foot Mode" is the 
point of upwind sail that is lower 
than optimum, but not so low that 
you have your outside tell-tails 
stalling.   
 
The range between Point and 
Foot is your "groove".  Depending 
on your set up, you can have a 
large groove or a very fine 
groove....fine being 3-5 degrees 
and large being 5-7 degrees.  You 
can see we are very finite in our 
definition, but the idea of this arti-

speed.  What’s happening is that 
your blades aren’t stalled because of 
excessive trim.  The added flow is 
creating hydrodynamic lift and the 
net result is you are gaining to wind-
ward, while appearing to be as-good-
as on the point. 
 
When you are free of traffic, the 
mode you choose should play into 
your tactical situation, as well as your 
approach to the waves.  If you are in 
flat water or sailing across the waves, 
you can get away with going into both 
“point” and “foot” modes, depending 
on what the boat is telling you 
through “feel”.  Similarly, if you are 
sailing in puffy and shifty conditions, 
you might go point mode to get up to 
a puff, then when in the puff, twist 
the main and put the nose down a 
few degrees. 
 
The sailing abbreviation for connect-
ing these modes together is VMG, or 
Velocity Made Good.  VMG is what 
gets you to the top mark fastest.  
Sometimes it is point mode, some-
times it is foot....many times it is a 
combination.   
 
As you get out this summer, play 
around the “groove” by learning the 
highest of point mode and lowest of 
foot mode.  It might take some time 
re-learning the nuances of your T-10.  
Should you have any questions, feel 
free to contact any of the industry 
professionals.  They can help explain 
these modes so you can put them 
into your arsenal.  
 
Skip Dieball 
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Two T-10 Canvas Projects 

Replacement Dodger & Mainsheet Cover 

By Eric L. Routman 

Replacement Dodger: 

While at the dock or while cruising or port to port racing 
in wet conditions, this dodger, designed to fit over stock 
hand rails has proven quite useful. While it basically 
looks like the plastic coated dodger Tartan originally 
supplied with the boat, it has several improvements. 

For one, it’s made from Sunbrella, like a real dodger. 
The dodger snaps on at the front like the original but 
instead of sliding directly into the aluminum channels 
running down either side of the deck opening, it zips 
onto a matching full length zipper separately and pre-
inserted into the aluminum channels; this makes zip-
ping the dodger off very easy. Likewise it zips back on 
easily. There’s no fighting to get it back up the tracks.  

When completely extended, the companionway cover 
extends all the way down and can be snapped in place 
at the bottom with or without the companionway 
washboard. Two reinforced D rings are sewn into the 
top to which you can attach bungee cords to wrap over 
the boom; this gives the dodger top a nice pitch to shed 
rainwater. You can only use this feature of course while 
the sail is down. If you’re underway in a rain the top 
may fill with water just like the original and you still 
have to periodically push up to get rid of the collecting 
rain water.  

The dodger top zips forward at the top on both sides al-
lowing you to roll the back of the dodger past the vertical 
opening of the companionway, continuing forwards 
along the top for several inches. The sides of the dodger 
are held up by wide robust Velcro straps over the hand-
rails.  This is a nice feature as it allows everyone to go 
below and come back up without stretching out the top 
and seams of the dodger.  

Main Sheet Cover: 

 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Sailing in  

Vermillion, Waukegan  or 

Any Local Fleet! 
 

You don’t need to be the Fleet Captain to 
submit articles to let us all know what 
your fleets are up to! 

 

Send in an article for the  

November 2012 Issue! 

Deadline October 15! 

 

Send to: 

mahonetd@roadrunner.com 

 
Thanks to every fleet writing an article – we are only two shy of 

our goal of a report from every active fleet. 

We Want To Hear From YOU! 

Two T-10 Canvas Projects Continued…. 

If you’re using a mainsheet that is degraded by UV 
exposure you can extend the useful life of the sheet 
with this cover. It’s basically just a Sunbrella tube 
that hangs from the boom covering the mainsheet 
while your boat sits at the dock or on its mooring. It 
has a full length zipper allowing you to wrap it 
around the main sheet, zip it up and then attach the 
strap over the boom. 

See blue main sheet cover in pictures here  

(Continued from page 15) 



Supporting Supplier Program 

“Are you taking advantage of the ‘Supporting Supplier’ Program?”    

If not, what would you like to see?    

We have fifteen suppliers and six sail makers offering discounted parts, services, publi-
cations and classes.    Take a look at your boat and see what you need to make it faster 
and easier to sail. Most everything is available at discount prices to T-Ten members.   

Please consider our Supporting Suppliers when you purchase hardware and services for 
your boat and crew. Tell them you belong to the T-Ten Class Association to get a special 
discount. If you have a favorite supplier willing to discount their products and services to 
T-Ten members, please ask them to give me a call.   
Thanks, Ted Mahoney mahonetd@roadrunner.com  
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Supporting Sailmakers 
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2011-2012  T-10 CLASS OFFICERS 
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